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Monday 19—Friday 23 
Year 8 Nayook Camp 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 

Tuesday 10 
Night at the Museum 
 
Monday 16 
CURRICULUM DAY 
 
Tuesday 17 
STUDENT CONFERENCES 
 
Friday 20 
Y10 SOCIAL La Mirage 
END TERM 3 
1pm DISMISSAL 
 
OCTOBER 
 
Monday 7 
TERM 4 COMMENCES 
 
Monday 21 
Y12 Celebration Day 
 
Wednesday 30 
Y12 Exams Begin 
 
NOVEMBER 
 
Tuesday 5 
MELBOURNE CUP DAY 
 
Wednesday 6 
Year 11 Exams Begin 
 
Friday 22 
Valedictory Dinner 
Manor on High 6:30pm 
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Emerald Smith 9A Harshitha Chandra 
Kumar  9L 

Dante Alighieri Poetry Finalists 
 

Congratulations to Harshitha Chandra Kumar and Emerald Smith 

on reaching the finals of the prestigious Dante Alighieri Italian 

Poetry Competition.  Of approximately 3000 Victorian partici-

pants, only 270 made it to the finals, so we are proud of 

Harshitha's and Emerald's achievement.  

Dante Alighieri, the writer and poet after whom the competition 

is named, is also known as the father of the Italian language. Fa-

mous for having written his trilogy including the Inferno, The Pur-

gatorio and The Paradiso, he has inspired the founding of several 

Dante Alighieri Societies around the world but only the Dante 

Alighieri Society in Melbourne runs a poetry competition of this 

nature, providing Italian students with opportunities to experi-

ence and enjoy poetry in another language and to develop their 

oral skills in Italian. 

The Languages faculty would also like to commend the other stu-
dents who participated in this event that celebrates the seeming-
ly lost but delightful practice of poetry recitation. 

 

Toni Taylor 
LOTE COORDINATOR 



 

Term 3 is an extremely busy period, especially for our year 9 and 10 students who begin their ca-

reer planning and course selection process. Making decisions about the future is something that 

many students see as challenging and the best approach is when the school, parents and stu-

dents work together as a team to navigate through this process. Information evenings, course 

counselling sessions and career awareness activities are some of the supports provided to assist 

students in making informed decisions.  I encourage parents to talk with their children and take 

an active role in this career planning. 

 

As a principal and educator I am privileged to be part of the lives of 

many young people and I gain great joy and pleasure watching them grow and develop into 

young adults with dreams and promising futures. So, when the life of a 15 year old is tragi-

cally taken, it is something that is hard to understand and accept. On Saturday, 3rd August, 

I attended the funeral with other staff, of an ex-student, Jackson May. Jackson was part of 

the year 7 cohort of students that started their secondary schooling at ESC in 2017. He was 

only with us for a semester before he transitioned to another educational facility; The Pa-

vilian. Jackson was a friendly and energetic boy who developed strong connections with a 

team of teachers who worked closely with him. He loved to talk about his friends and to 

share stories of his city adventures on the weekends. Jackson loved going to the movies, 

playing his Xbox till all hours and particularly enjoyed going to the beach. 

 

Like many young people, Jackson was learning to deal with the challenges and complexities of adolescence. He was 

developing his resilience and finding meaningful and positive relationships and interests. Jackson was very close to his 

devoted mother Freda as well as enjoying a very special bond with his uncle Bill. It was very clear that Jackson was 

surrounded by a large community of family and friends who loved him very much. We extend our deepest sympathies 

to Jackson’s family and know that he will live on through the many memories that will remain. 

 

Often as adults we can be focused on the pressures and stresses that we face and can forget how difficult life can be 

for teenagers. Anxiety, depression, peer pressure, confusion and self-doubt are some of the things facing our teenag-

ers. We encourage students and parents to seek help when they feel overwhelmed or stressed as these are normal 

experiences and there are always people that can help. Our school wellbeing team is committed to supporting young 

people through the difficult moments and we always encourage our students to talk to someone. Lachlan Norris, our 

School Captain ‘Social Justice’, made a school announcement in honour of Jackson, encouraging students to seek sup-

port if they are experiencing difficult times. 

 

Helene Alamidis 

PRINCIPAL 

 



 

“During Term 2, students from the senior leadership team at our college had the opportunity to visit the Depart-
ment of Education to gain an insight into leadership in higher levels of the education system. Students had the op-
portunity to speak to and ask questions of several members of staff at the Department of Education with an array 
of different roles to further understand how different types of leadership are carried out. We then participated a 
workshop segment of the excursion which allowed us to apply the knowledge and strategies we had just learnt to 
situations within our school and community, focusing on ways that can impact change in the future. Overall, it was 
a very rewarding experience for all students involved and provided a great opportunity to build bonds between 
the current College Captains and future senior leadership team. Thank you to Ms Sandford and Ms Smith for or-
ganising and providing us with such an insightful and enriching experience.” 
 Jessica Lord  
School Captain 
 

"The excursion was very insightful as we heard from many people in different senior positions within the depart-
ment and how different everyone's journey was to reach where they are today. It made me realise that the path I 
choose may lead me into something that I would never imagine doing. I was also able to come out of the excursion 
with better leadership skills through the 
workshops that we participated in about 
planning. Overall it was a really good 
experience and an eye-opener to differ-
ent leadership journeys and how leaders 
operate in a professional environment.” 
Lachlan Stavrevski  
Sports Academy Captain 
 

“It was a very interesting experience and 
was most valuable for those wishing to 
participate in senior leadership roles in 
the future. It was great to connect with 
the current College Captains and discuss 
potential ideas for the future too.”  
Victoria Conforto 
Year 11 



 

 

 
 
 

 
The Senior School at Epping Secondary 
College is continually encouraging stu-
dents to “Strive for Excellence.” One ap-
proach that we use to support this contin-
uous improvement culture is through the 
roles of the Senior School Student 
Achievement Coordinators, Gina Zorzan 
(Year 10) and Melissa Foresio (VCE). Part 
of their role includes collecting a variety of 
data, analysing it and responding to it on a 
cohort and individual level. The data col-
lection has supported the VCE Excellence 
team to identify and support underper-
forming students as well as recognising 
students who are “Striving for Excellence.” 

In the first two weeks of Term 3, we have congratulated those students through our Recognition Assemblies at each 
year level. Certificates were awarded to students who have: 

 
 Achieved 100% in one or more Common Assessment Tasks or School Assessed Coursework (at VCE) 
 Maintained an overall SAC average result of 80% or more (VCE Students) 
 Achieved 80% on at least one VCE assessment tasks in an accelerated subject (Year 10 students completing a VCE 

subject) 
 Consistently demonstrat-

ed outstanding persever-
ance and commitment to 
their studies throughout 
Semester 1 

 Demonstrated an im-
provement in their work 
ethic or academic results 

 

We would once again like to 
congratulate all students who 
were recipients of one or more 
awards and encourage them to 
continue to “Strive for Excel-
lence” throughout the rest of 
the year. 
 

Antoinette Hooper 
Acting Assistant Principal  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Wednesday, 19th June, Year 10 Law, Order & 

Justice students and a number of year 9 stu-

dents from Community electives attended an 

excursion organised by Whittlesea Police. At the 

beginning of the day, we heard from Constable 

Andy Falcolner who introduced the other police 

officers involved in the program. We watched 

and participated in an interactive play. It was a 

fresh way of presenting people’s perspectives 

on police and the law.  

We then watched a performance by the Lakes 

South Morang P-9 students about priority con-

cerns for youth and understanding the role of 

police in keeping the community safe.  

I was asked to speak on stage about my experi-

ence and perspective on Victoria Police. It was a 

very rewarding experience as I felt heard and 

the police appreciated my input. My story en-

couraged other students to share their stories 

too. We then participated in a rotation of activi-

ties focused on youth safety, drugs, relation-

ships and more.   

 

I was so inspired by 
the day that I am 

looking to volunteer 
in my local commu-

nity.  
 

Overall, it was a 

worthwhile experi-

ence that reflected 

our studies in Law, 

Order & Justice, our 

perspectives on the 

law, as well as how 

to deal with real-life 

situations.  

 

Madison Sami 10I 
 
 



Uni Bridges Program  
Yr12 Chemical Analysis  

 
On 26th July, the Year 12 Chemistry students spent an eventful day learning at Latrobe University completing different ex-
periments to apply their current knowledge of organic chemistry to real world situations and tasks. To do this we worked 
together in groups with the Latrobe staff. 
The students competently identified different molecules in mixtures through their smell, those molecules being esters. Es-
ters are pleasantly aromatic, organic compounds that are present in our everyday products such as perfumes and even in 
our favourite fruits such as apples and oranges, which give them their characteristic scent! 
With the assistance of the Latrobe University staff we were lucky enough to use multimillion-dollar Nuclear Magnetic Reso-
nance Spectrometers, using them to differentiate all the different components in a substance, to overall identify what mol-
ecules are in it. Their real-world use is in the medicinal industry, where scientists analyse our very vital antibiotics to im-
prove their effectiveness as a medicine. 
Through this immersive experience we walked away having had a little fun and gained appreciation for what we currently 
learn about in our chemistry classroom. We thank Latrobe University for graciously allowing us to have had this opportuni-
ty and Mr Hewawasam, our chemistry teacher for his passionate guidance and help through it all. Thank you!   
  

                        - 2019 Yr12 Chemistry Class 



 

 

On Monday, 24th and Tuesday, 25th June, selected students from year 7 and 8 were given the opportunity to complete 
a two-day hands on program at Whittlesea Technical School to produce an automata. An automata is a moving toy re-

sembling the motion of a living organism or an object. On the first day, we partnered up and completed research on en-
dangered animals around the world, paying attention to how the animal moves, as our automata needed to be an en-
dangered animal. We ended the day by creating a design of our automata and began constructing it. The following day 

of our two-day program, we continued building our automata. We were taught how to use different materials to enable 
our chosen animal to move by a handle. Anh and I used a skewer and various pieces of circular cardboard to make our 

koala appear like it was climbing a tree. Throughout the day all of the pairs went through lots of trial and error but most 
of us ended up with a finished prototype of an automata. Before we left, all of the pairs presented their automata, 

which were all amazing and unique. We all had a very enjoyable two days and all learnt something new, whether it was 
about endangered animals or how to make an automata move. 

 
Anh Nguyen and Lucy Christiansen 8I  



 

 

This year, the college has had a year 9 and year 10 team competing in the inter-schools debating competition. 
 

Each month since April, our two teams venture to Hume Secondary College in Broadmeadows on a Monday night to 
compete against other schools.  Occasionally, students will only be given their topic one hour before the debate and 
need to prepare their team’s case as well as their individual speeches very quickly.  This year, our teams have improved 
significantly in how they refute the opposition’s arguments and improved on last year’s record.  Both the Year 9 and 
Year 10 teams have won two of their debates this year.  There is one round to come, so there is a chance both teams 
could finish in the top 4 of their ladders and be in the finals. 
 

To prepare for each debate, we meet in D11 every Thursday lunch.  
 

Over the coming weeks, all year 8 students are invited to attend this meeting to prepare for the inter-house debating 
competition, which will have prizes, merit cards and house-points for participants and winners.  
 

The contributing team members are: 
Captain: Lina Dirani 
Year 10 Team: Lina Dirani, Emerald Smith, Fatemeh Tanzadeh 
Year 9 Team: Emily O’Sullivan, Athaw Ajack, Emerald Smith 
Contributors: Fatima Faili, Belinda Martin, Deepshikha Notta, Lavanya Sharma, Kayda Troost 
 

A big thank you to all Year 8, 9 and 10 students who have contributed to the Epping debating club so far this year. 
 

Ric Gill-Atkinson 
English KLA Leader 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Nicholas J Johnson, the magician, was very 
funny and inspirational.  On Thursday, 1st Au-
gust he performed a show based on persua-
sive language to all Year 9 students for Eng-
lish.  His use of both verbal and body lan-
guage made the performance fun and enjoya-
ble.  The content was intriguing and thought-
provoking as it taught helpful techniques for 
writing in a positive and entertaining way: he 
used magic tricks to show how logos, ethos 
and pathos are used to SWAY an audience.  It 
wasn’t boring but it also wasn’t so short that 
it felt rushed.  The atmosphere was magical 
and most of the audience went along with the 
acts.  Overall, it was a fun, exciting and eccen-
tric act that was spearheaded by a charis-
matic and experienced host.  

 
 
 
Dylan Norris 9J 



 

On Wednesday, 19th June, Epping Secondary College once again enjoyed a great nights entertainment at “The Manor 
on High”.  The evening did not only showcase the musical talents of our college community but also farewelled our well 
respected Instrumental Teacher of 21 years, Mr George Infanti.   
 

The evening was hosted by our Master of Ceremonies Mr Piero D’elia, who added a touch of class to the evening.  Per-
formances ranged from junior pop bands, singers, classroom music students, tribute bands and original song artists.   
The evening also saw some well-rehearsed performances by our Cert 111 Music Industry students undertaking VET Mu-
sic at the VCE level. There is no doubt that the calibre of performances were professionally delivered by all involved. 
 

To conclude the evening the college was proud to have had the contribution of some ex-students who came especially 
to perform for George Infanti. I would like to thank Jack Maxwell, Julian Valeri, Tristan Sinclair, Daniel Pietrobuono and 
Tara Ismail for making a special guest appearance dedicating the song “To George with Love” 
 

I would also like to thank all parents and staff who attended and supported the evening.  We were also fortunate to 
have the support of Ms Kym Croughan who organised and prepared the wonderful treats provided during intermission.  
Finally, I thank and congratulate the student performers and our Music teachers George Infanti, Jenny Taylor and Tim 
Anders.  Special thanks to our Music Technician Lewis O’Leary who greatly assisted on both the day’s set up and 
throughout the performances.   
 

As a college community we look forward to our next concert which will once again celebrate the musical growth and 
achievements of so many of our talented students. 
 

Last but not least we thank George Infanti for his 21 years of commitment to the college and we wish him every success 
for the future. 
 

Mr Ross Talarico 
Music Coordinator 

 





Il Campeggio di Studio a Daylesford  
 

On Wednesday, July 24th, at 5.40 am in the cold and dark, a student group 
dedicated to improving their knowledge of the Italian language, departed for 
the Daylesford Study Camp. Students participated in a three day study camp 
focussing on improving students’ knowledge of listening, speaking, reading 
and writing in Italian. Students also expanaded their knowledge of the Italian 
culture and participated in a variety of activities such as pasta making, horse-
riding and getting to know the Daylesford area. Students also became aware 
of the importance of aiming to acquire a second language in today’s world in 
which 75% of the world’s population speak more than one language. The 
global awareness and interpersonal skill development that are attained via 
extension activities such as these also contribute to their personal and work 
related skill development. All of the students involved were ready to em-
brace this opportunity and were positive and enthusiastic participants. Ms 
Taylor and Ms Rehak enjoyed the three days with all of the students and 
hope they gained valuable skills and happy memories. 

                       Ms Rehak and Ms Taylor 
               Italian Teachers 





 

 

 

 

Grace & John Eastick 7B 

Lily Coade 7B 

Patrick Condon 7B 

Anonymous 

The Great Wall of China model I made 
took me roughly 2-3 hours to make. 
The materials I used were sugar cubes, 
icy-pole sticks, cardboard, green paper 
and tissue, a hot glue gun, a glue stick, 
a grey led pencil and scissors. Firstly, I 
cut a rectangle out of a cardboard box. 
Next I glued the green paper onto the 
box using a glue stick. Then I drew the 
outline of the bridge on the paper, 
went over it and glued the first layer of 
sugar cubes with the hot glue gun. I 
placed the next layer on top and I kept 
stacking it up until it was time to place 
the icy pole sticks across the top of the 
sugar cubes to make the walk way. 
Then I place a few more layers over 
the top of that. The last layer was 
more sugar cubes. I scrunched up 
some tissue paper to make it look like 
bushes and glued them around the 
bridge. I finished the bridge by clean-
ing up the fallen sugar and glue.  
Lily Coade 7B 
 

This is the Great Wall of China. I made 
it from mostly with popsicle sticks, a 
hot glue gun, paint and some plastic 
plants. It took me over one week to 
make. I needed help from my parents 
and brother. The colour paints I used 
were brown, light and dark green, 
white and grey. I enjoyed researching 
how the Great Wall of China was built 
and then building a model to put on 
display in the library. 
Patrick Condron 7B 



 

 
We had a sausage sizzle at Bunnings in Epping, to raise money for 
our Macedonian class event at the end of the year. Although we 
spent hours there, it went very quickly as did the sausages. As this 
was all cash transactions we were happy to know that we were 
starting to collect money for our Macedonian event at the end of the 
year. In total we made a profit of $1600.75 just in that one day. This 
wouldn’t have been possible without Ms Janinska, my mother, Leesa 
and myself. We all worked together and had fun. Some of the cus-
tomers were very kind and paid extra, with some others even telling 
us to keep the change saying it was for a good cause. This is a 
memory we will never forget. Thank you Ms Janinska for organising 
such an event. 
 

Настанот за колбаси на скара во местото “Банингс”собирајќи пари за нашата програма по македонска 
јазик се одржа на 22 јуни 2019. Овие пари се за македонската приредба. Останавме повеќе часови 
таму, но поминаа многу брзо, како што се продадоа и колбасите, што нè израдува затоа што 
започнуваме со собирање средства за нашата македонска програма и приредба што ќе се одржи на 
крајот на годината. Вкупно, заработивме од $1600.75 долари само во текот на тој ден. Ова не беше 
можно без наставничка Јанинска, мајка ми, јас и Лиса. Ние работевме заедно и се забавувавме. Некои 
од клиентите беа задоволни и плаќаа екстра, а некои дури нè натераа да го задржиме кусурот, велејќи 
дека е за добра причина, ова е спомен што никогаш нема да го заборавиме. Благодарам наставничка 
Јанинска за организирањето на овој настан.                                               James Gorseski - Year 11 student 



 

On Tuesday 25th and Wednesday 26th June, the Year 10s took part in the ESC Career Awareness Program. Stu-

dents were exposed to a number of activities designed specifically to stimulate their thinking about work and 

their future careers and aspirations.  

Sessions included a Q&A session with current VCE and VCAL students who shared their personal experiences of 

senior school as well as sessions to assist with creating a Professional Portfolio, resume writing, researching po-

tential jobs and looking closely at the AAS testing data results to help support subject selection for next year.  

Parents and guardians were invited to attend an information evening with their son/daughter which was held at 

the Plenty Ranges Arts and Convention Centre in South Morang on Wednesday evening.  

Thank you to Mrs Alamidis, Mr Stevens, Mr Malcolm, Ms Hooper, Ms Hysen, Ms Mitrevski, Ms Foresio and Mr 

Williams who were all present on the night. Students, parents and guardians left with a comprehensive under-

standing of the different senior options including VCE, VETis & VCAL.  



 

The Year 10 CAREER AWARENESS PROGRAM promotes the importance of careers information, advice and guid-

ance in assisting Year 10s at Epping Secondary College make decisions about careers, courses and training. 

The program would not have been a success without the helpful teaching staff here at Epping Secondary College, 

just over 40 different staff members were involved over the two days. 

 

A big thank you to the Year 10 students who approached both days with an open mind and positive attitude.  

A special thank you to the parents and guardians that made the effort to attend the Parent Information evening.  

Students were presented with a lot of information, they listened intently to guest speakers and took part in a 

number of sessions which will assist them in making informed choices come Subject Selection day in term 3.  

 

As a result we hope that students feel more prepared and ready for their subject selection interviews.  

We wish the Year 10s all the best when taking charge of their career path and selecting their subjects for 2020. 

  

Congratulations and thank you to all who participated.  

Mrs Clark, Mr Malcolm & Mr Stevens   
Careers Education Coordinators 



 

 

 
 
 

 
The following survey results were sent to Epping Secondary College after the Year 11 and 12 VCAL students participat-
ed in this ABCN program. 
 
As part of the Focus program students completed an evaluation at the final session.  A summary of these results and 
some of their comments are included below: 
 
 The following are summarised student response results, which demonstrate improvement from start of the pro-

gram to end.  (Note the rating scale is a 1 – 7 measure with 1 being lowest through to 7 being highest rating – ie 
5 – 7 is agree to strongly agree.)  These results demonstrate that overall the students gained a lot from the pro-
gram. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Student Comments –  
 
 The best thing I learnt was to accept things or opportunities coming my way because you might never get the 

chance again. 
 I would recommend this program to others because it helps you to discover things about yourself you never real-

ise or know while also developing leadership skills. 
 I learnt to be a leader and not be afraid to make mistakes or to “fail” because mistakes are what you learn from 
 The most important thing I learnt from my mentors was that my voice and my opinion has value and impact and I 

am a leader 
 I would recommend it (Focus) because it puts you into a different mindset and thinks differently about things in 

life. 

Rating Area Before Focus Rating 5-7 After Focus Rating 5-7 

I see myself as a leader 
45% 85% 

I am aware of my strengths & weaknesses as a 

leader 45% 92% 

I have confidence in my leadership potential 
31% 100% 

I show leadership at school 
46% 85% 

I show leadership outside of school 
54% 85% 

I am motivated to become a leader 
69% 92% 

I am good at managing my time 
38% 61% 

I can communicate my ideas to others 
62% 100% 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Student Comments –  
 
 The most useful thing I have learnt is time management and setting goals and how to achieve them 
 I learnt that everyone has downfalls in their life and I’m not the only one who has failed many things. I have to 

keep pushing myself to succeed 
 (Because of Focus) I won’t doubt myself as much as I used to and I will not be afraid to voice my opinions 
 It (Focus) is such an amazing experience I have grown closer with the other girls in my VCAL community and it has 

made me believe in myself 
 I would recommend focus program to everyone. It has helped me a lot working on time management and learn-

ing new things about myself 
 The mentors were amazing and I loved it. 
 
Mentor Comments –  
 
 I have observed the group becoming more open and comfortable with themselves and actively listening to other 

members of the group. A collaborative and trusted environment was created within the group and the students 
began to take accountability and responsibility for things they can improve (I.e. time management). 

 Students who were shy at first were a lot more talkative and responsive. Also students who wanted a career in 
administrative type roles were contemplating different roles or different life paths. 

 They’ve (students) become more aware of what leadership means (outside the usual definitions of leadership) 
and more confidence know not everyone is perfect. 

 This has been a worthwhile experience for me because I am able to share my story and help the students under-
stand that we all have ups and downs in our lives and they are not alone. By sharing my story, I feel I have helped 
some students understand what they can do to overcome certain situations and become more aware of their 
leadership abilities. 

 The girls are lovely, they come from such a different place to me and I am so grateful to have learned from them. 
 

Ms Hysen 
VCAL Coordinator 



 

 

This term the Year 10 students were given the opportunity to take part in the ESC Work Experience Program. Dur-
ing Week 3, the same week as Year 10 Tasmania Camp and Week 10, the last week of term 2, we saw 60 students 
take up the challenge and go out into the big wide world of work.   
 

Students arranged work placements at various work locations around Melbourne and some of the businesses    

include: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“Doing work experience gave me an insight to what the work force is like and what I should ex-
pect in the future. I recommend doing work experience because it brings a different type of ex-

perience to what you can learn in the classroom” – JACOB IVAKOVIC 10K  
 
 

“When I did work experience it gave me a different view of how work was and I 
figured out what I wanted to do. This has made me more confident, going forward and making 

subject choices for next year. I recommend the Work Experience for the other year 10s” 
 – MICHAEL ELNAZAK 10H 

 
 

Students were challenged as they were dropped into the deep end and treated like young adults in real workplace 
settings. The comments made by employers about our Year 10 students were both encouraging and rewarding.  

It was pleasing to see our students excelling outside the confines of a traditional classroom. WELL DONE to all who 
took part and represented the school in such a positive light. 

 
 
 

Erin Clark  
Year 9 & 10 Careers Education Coordinator 

First Grammar Epping Elite Shopfitting Alic's Kitchens 

Anh Skin Care Fortfied Electrics Autopact Victoria Pty Ltd 

Eskandar Haddad Total Care Automotive Myer Northland 

Greater Beveridge Kindergarten Rebel Sport Total Care Automotive 

South Morang Toyota D&M Timber Flooring Goodstart Mill Park 

Epping Primary School Casual Cuts Swan Carpentry Services 

Yarra Plenty Regional Library Muna Family Day Care D&M Timber Flooring 

The Milk Guys Milanese Carpentry Ltc Lalor 

Sparrows In The Treetop Jad Hair Quality Painting 

Skad Realestate Epping Views Primary School F45 Epping 



 

On a cool Friday morning, 26th July, our EAL class, along with two enthusias-
tic staff members went on a fascinating excursion to the Old Melbourne 
Gaol. We travelled by train to Melbourne Central station where we had a 
short break before walking to the gaol. 
When we arrived, we were greeted by Ian, our very knowledgeable tour 
guide who took us through all the interesting sections of this very old build-
ing with a cruel and violent history. 
We were shown by Ian, many different types of cells in the prison that were 
very small spaces and there was no light. The guide explained the conditions 
of the cells in the past. The conditions were very bad and unhygienic, 7 peo-
ple had to stay together in a small cell. On the door there was a hole for the 
guards to see what the prisoners were doing in the cell. Food was passed 
through a small gap on the door.  
On the second floor, Ian showed us the area where Ned Kelly was hanged. 
They also used the whip to torture the criminals at that time. Ian told us 

some stories of special events that happened. When we fin-
ished the tour, we had 15 minutes to look around the cells 
and read amazing stories about the criminals and how they 
were punished in the 19th century in Australia. 
Finally, we walked back to Melbourne Central where we had 
time to enjoy a delicious lunch and even do some quick shop-
ping. We then caught the train back to Epping and luckily 
avoided the rain. Thank you to the teachers for organising 
such a worthwhile excursion. 
Overall, we had a very enjoyable day and learnt a great deal 
about crime and punishment in Victoria during the 19th and 
early 20th century.  
 

 Hanna Nguyen (On behalf of the Year 9 EAL class) 



  

 

Accompanied by Sarah-Jane 
Smith and Eleni Neocleous, an 
array of students went on an 
excursion to Fareshare, an or-
ganisation committed to mini-
mising the amount of wasted 
food that comes from Australia, 

as well as helping those that aren’t able to afford food on their own. Each volunteer taught us a new skill whilst 
they were showing us the ins and outs of the Fareshare kitchen, even showing us how to make their signature 
quiches. Together we attempted to make said quiches and successfully produced over 1500 in only a few hours! All 
in all, I believe it was an amazing experience that I would happily do again and I think everyone that came on the 
excursion would highly recommend it to any student who wants the chance to help people, or even just add some-
thing to their resume. It’s fantastic that that the excursion will be running again later this year and possibly next 
year as well. I am personally glad I went on this excursion because I was able to help less fortunate people but I 
was also educated on how much food we waste in Australia, so it is as educational as it is morally satisfying and it 
comes highly recommended.     Ebony Woodward 10L 

   The SRC is thrilled with the success of the Multicultural day, which took place in the last week of Term 2. It was 
great to see so many students dressed representing their cultures and we would like to thank everyone who was 
involved in making such a rewarding day take place. 
Several SRC students had the opportunity to attend SRC congress, which recently took place, allowing them to con-
nect and brainstorm with other SRC students from across Victoria regarding prominent issues prevalent in schools. 
They have been able to come back and communicate this information to the wider SRC and we are looking at ways 
to implement strategies to combat such issues in our school community. Some senior members of the SRC attend-
ed an excursion at the Department of Education allowing them to gain information about different types of leader-
ship and how to implement our ideas effectively in the school community. 
We are currently in the process of planning for upcoming fundraising opportunities later this term and toward the 
end of the year. In the coming weeks, many SRC students will undertake sustainability and environmental training 
which we are hoping to use to help us implement new strategies in the school to lessen our impact on the environ-
ment. Several SRC students will also participate in SRC clusters in the coming weeks where they will meet with SRC 
students from local schools to discuss ways they are encouraging positive change in their school communities. This 
is an incredibly valuable experience to gain ideas about ways in which we can also affect change in our school. We 

hope everyone has had a great start to a busy Term 3!     - The SRC Team 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Congress SRC took place on the 9th – 11th of July 

during the term 2 holidays. We as student repre-

sentatives, were privileged to attend this amazing 

and empowering camp that emphasized the stu-

dent voice and the changes we can make in schools.  

“SRC CONGRESS 2019 was an amazing experience. I 

learnt a lot throughout the three-day camp about 

the issues occurring in Victorian schools and about the action we must take. I met a lot of 

kind and likeminded people who were supportive and inclusive to everyone and I really loved that. It was an experience 

full of positive vibes and I learnt the importance of student advocacy in Victoria.”– Leilani Masoe 8f  

“I enjoyed Congress so much. Not only did I have fun but I learned so much. Congress is amazing, you meet different 

people of different ethnicities, backgrounds and sexuality. I am definitely going to go next year.” - Atena Mazravi 8f  

“Congress was an amazing place. I learnt so much from the lovely people I met. In congress you learnt a lot of skills such 

as team work and how to stand up for something you believe in. At congress you worked with a bunch of empowering 

people from across Victoria. You talked to others who believe the same things as you do and try to make the Victorian 

education system better for you, your family, friends and our future youth. Congress was definitely a once in a lifetime 

experience.” - Emma Vojdani 8f 



MULTICULTURAL DAY - Asylum Seekers 
 

On 25th June, the school 
held a Multicultural Day 
where the students and 
teachers dressed in their 
colourful cultural dress. 
Selected students were 
invited for free food in 
the staffroom ranging 
from party pies to do-
nuts. Lunchtime activi-
ties began with Jarneka 
and Hannah reciting the 
Welcome to Country rit-

ual. They then intro-
duced three electrifying 

Polynesian dancers and lunch ended with a powerful experience from the Samoan 
dancers! Epping Secondary is very multicultural and on this day the school was so col-

ourful; highlighting the various cultures that we have around the school! All of the 
money we raised was donated to Asylum Seekers Resource Centre who are based in 
Footscray and provide aid, justice and empowerment programs to over a thousand 
asylum seekers living in the community seeking refugee protection. We are a very 
connected school, even though we might not recognise it. While the dancers were 
performing there was a lot of encouragement and positive vibes given off. It was 

beautiful to see. Days like this present JUST HOW connected we really are as a com-
munity. I hope that after the Year 12’s have left the school, this is followed-up in the 

future based on how amazing and how successful it was on the 25th June!  
Lachlan Norris  

Social Justice Captain 





 

 

Refugee Literacy Support Program – Year 9 elective 
Year 9 students have the opportunity to participate in a semester based community elective which allows them to sup-
port primary school students with their literacy skills in a number of local primary schools. Students complete a weekly 
program over three weeks conducted by the Centre for Multicultural Youth prior to their placements.  
 

The reflection below is an extract from Jana Miloseski’s journal at the conclusion of her work at a local primary school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Below is a response from the Literacy Co-ordinator at the primary school. 
 

“Thanks for sharing Jana’s feedback with me. It brought a small tear to my eye because I know she has made a differ-
ence to both boys, both with their engagement with reading and their social skills. Jana was an excellent role model 
and always presented in a mature, caring, positive way. I thank you for sending her to us and wish her all the best for 
her future. She is a credit to your school. 

 

I hope we can continue with the program for many years as I see only positives in it for our students. Thanks for every-
thing.” 
 



 

 

The QuickSmart program provides intensive 
support for a student’s literacy skills in read-
ing and comprehension.  It works on basic 
skills such as word recognition, decoding, 
vocabulary knowledge, spelling, fluency and 
comprehension. QuickSmart focuses on the 
role of automaticity in learning. It aims to 
free up the working memory of students so 
that they can engage meaningfully in school 
activities that require comprehension of 
text.  
 

Students work on stories at different levels. 
We model, scaffold and ensure success. 
 

Students who are recommended for the 
program are tested using OZCASS 
(Australian Cognitive Aptitude Assessment 
System) a computer assessment tool that 
provides information about each student’s 
accuracy and speed of recalling words and 
reading for meaning. 
 

The students’ favourite part of the lesson is 
‘The Flash Card Minute’. QuickSmart stu-
dents have 1 minute at the end of each les-
son to read Flash Cards connected to the 
current story and then record their results. 
The aim is to reach 50 to 60 words accurate-
ly. Most of our students have managed to 
blow that number out of the water with 
many reaching 70 to 80 words!! 
 

The Grand Champion at present is Youssef 

Hussein who scored an 

extraordinary 110! Both 

Mehdi Al Khamas and 

AndreasTsementzis fol-

low closely behind with 

107. Not far off that fig-

ure are Nathan King and 

Jade Cullen. Congratula-

tions Speedsters! 

Shauna O’Donnell 
Quicksmart  



  

 
 
 
 

 

On Monday, 22nd July, 11Y and 12Y visited the RSPCA 
shelter in Burwood. At the shelter they were informed 
about the important work of the RSPCA in caring for 
abused and neglected animals and the importance of 

their efforts to educate the community to prevent 
cruelty to animals. They were able to learn about the 

impact of the community on this organisation and 
how we can help the organisation through promoting 
respectful attitudes towards all creatures, reporting 
abuse and supporting fundraising efforts for this or-

ganisation. On the day the students visited the shelter 
and interacted with the animals. It was an informative 

day and students were able to also learn about ca-
reers with the RSPCA and future study options if they 
were interested in working with animals. Many also 
expressed a desire to become a volunteer once they 

turned 18 or were able to in the future. It was a great 
day and 11Y and 12Y would like to thank Silvia Mi-
trevski, Jodie and Linda for coming along and sup-

porting the excursion. 
Ms Rehak - Future Directions Coordinator 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

As part of their VCAL studies about the world around them and how important each 
and every one of us are, students in both 11Y and 12Y were asked to explore the im-
pact our everyday actions have on the environment. The focus was the impact of ur-
banisation on our waterways and the local environment. Students were involved in 
‘hands on’ scientific type experiments where they tested the oxygen levels in water, 
the health of the water, investigated the types of animals living in local waterways, the 
level of pollutants found in our water and discussed possible solutions and strategies 
to address environmental concerns caused by our daily actions. It was a freezing cold 
morning however students still actively participated in all of the activities and under-
took a huge two hour walk around the CERES environment park in Brunswick. They will 
now complete some follow up activities at school related to the environment and 
hopefully be more responsible with their litter and water usage in their everyday lives. 
Ms Rehak 
Future Directions Coordinator 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Year 11Y VCAL have been volunteering each 

week since term 2 at Greenbrook Community 

House. Their work has included planting vege-

tables, re potting, cleaning the yard and as-

sisting staff at the house. Staff at Greenbrook 

have appreciated our students’ hard work and 

commitment and the students are learning 

valuable time management and team work 

skills as well as some hands on gardening 

skills. We thank Greenbrook for this oppor-

tunity to gain some volunteering experience 

and the chance to contribute to our local com-

munity as well as their patience and willing-

ness to share knowledge and space with our 

students. Well done 11Y. 

Ms Rehak - Future Directions Coordinator 



On Wednesday 24th July, a mix of Italian and 
Macedonian students, along with Prof Pulvi-
renti and Miss Privitelli visited the Mel-
bourne Zoo. The students took videos and 
photos of their chosen animals in order to 
speak about them in Italian or Macedonian. 
They practised for many lessons what they 
were going to say and some students even 
took videos of themselves speaking in front 
of the animal they chose. We personally en-
joyed seeing the monkeys and baboons play-
ing in their enclosure and seeing the baby 
monkeys play fighting in the tree. Overall the 
students and teachers involved enjoyed 
their trip to the zoo and we would like to 
thank our teachers for making this experi-
ence possible. 

 

   Hayden Heathcote and Luke Maj                                         
 
 
 

 



 

 
   On Monday, 22nd July, Blake from Brainstorm visited the college 

to perform a risk taking performance for the year 10, 11 and 12 
VCAL and Pathways group. In the performance Blake showed us 
how making decisions without thinking of the consequences can 
end a friend or family member’s life, leaving us feeling guilty about 
that decision and how it could have been different with our loved 
still alive. 
During Blake’s performance he also showed us the dangers of 
stealing, underage drinking, drinking and driving and the dangers 
of taking cheap street drugs such as marijuana. Blake’s perfor-
mance showed that a lot of these decisions can lead to future men-
tal health problems and potential lifelong humiliation from un-
wanted videos taken at parties where underage children irrespon-
sibly drink alcohol to the point that they potentially black out and 
make irrational decisions that may be recorded and posted on so-
cial media that can never be taken down and affect future employ-
ment. 
Blake’s performance also showed us the effects that smoking can 
have on your body, such as early ageing and potentially seven 
types of cancer. The performance also showed us that most teen-
agers only smoke to look ‘cool’ and to ‘fit in’. Blake also spoke 
about how these choices are all your decisions and you can change 
your bad habits to become a better person. 
Blake then went on to talk about the dangers of festivals and par-
ties and how things can take a turn for the worst if you don’t make 
the right decisions. Some of these decisions include not taking 
drugs from strangers because you don’t know what could be in 
them and also not accepting any drinks handed to you from any-
one but the bar tender. If the right actions are not taken at these 
parties and festivals either you or your friends could end up in a 
hospital because of drug and alcohol poisoning and sometimes 
these consequences can unfortunately lead to death. These bad 
decisions can also be made when you pressure a friend into doing 
something that they aren’t comfortable with because these can 
also lead to consequences that have bad out comes.  
With some of these bad decision making choices, the end result is 
sometimes a court appearance then finding that you have to for-
give yourself for past bad situations and choose the right path at a 
cross road. With all these bad decisions choices, you as an individu-
al can change your bad habits and become a better person by seek-
ing help for you and your friends if they are in need of help. Op-
tions are talking to your parents to see if they can help you in any 
way and removing yourself from bad situations and people if they choose not to better themselves and draw you back 
into the bad decision making again.  
ne of the most valuable statements that Blake said after the performance was ‘think before we share’. This statement 

can be valuable and can help save a lot of embarrassment for a lot of people.  

Alyshia Negrin 12V 

CHEAP THRILLS 



 

 

 
Dear Parents, Guardians and Carers 
 
Re: Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) 
 
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already avail-
able in the school about supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative require-
ments under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in 
line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).  
 
Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes: 
 year of schooling 
 category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional 
 level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice, sup-

plementary, substantial or extensive. 
  
This information assists schools to: 
 formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools  
 consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools 
 develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve edu-

cational outcomes for students with disability. 
 
The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more broadly 
for the support of students with disability. 
 
The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any testing pro-
cess. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no individual student 
will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All information is 
protected by privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and disclosure of personal information. To 
find out more about these matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy Policy  
(https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy). 
 
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au). 
 
If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.  
 
Kind regards 
Principal 



 

This year Epping Secondary College once again performed at the 
annual School of Rock organised by the North Western Region.  
The School of Rock is a yearly event organised to showcase the 
talents of many students across Victoria.  This year the event 
was once again organised by Mr Piero D’Elia and was held at 
Melrose Receptions on Thursday, 28th June. 
Our students made our college exceptionally proud by perform-
ing in front of a huge audience.  “The Golden Oldies Tribute 
Band” consisting of Zac Rabahi, Orlando Murphy, George Sahpe-
kides, Will Long and lead by our wonderful vocalist Kayla Min-
gione, showcased their amazing talents.  
I congratulate all the students who attended on the day and  
look forward to seeing our new recruits hit the stage next  
year as we celebrate our 20th year of involvement in this great  
event. 
 

Mr Talarico 
Music Coordinator. 



 

 

TEACHERS  

VS  

STUDENTS 
 
 
 

 

On 31st July, the Year 8 students participated in the teacher’s vs student’s dodgeball game. The overall event proved to 
be very successful as numerous staff and students signed up to participate in the dodgeball game. Teachers won 2 out 
of 3 games and students won 1 out of 3 games. Although students were not as successful as teachers, both had an en-
joyable time. Hopefully in the future students will be victorious over the teachers. We believe that there should be 
more events such as this to create not only a better relationship with teachers but to also motivate students to be 
more physically active. 
 

Thomas Anagnostellis & Mary Loar 8G 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tatlow 

Tigers 

Scarborough 

Scorpions 

Dalton  

Dragons 

Carlisle 

Cobras 

Pindari 

Panthers 

Findon 

Falcons 

      

1295 1155 1150 1050 912 686 

HOUSE TOTALS 



 

BADMINTON 
 

Northern Metropolitan Region Sport – We have 
had many sports through to the next round 
(NMR) of competition so far in term 3. 
 

It’s badminton season again and on Tuesday, 30th 
July, both Intermediates teams were lucky 
enough to make it through to the State Finals 
which will be held very shortly on Wed 14th Au-
gust. 
 

Notably and lifelong fun filled school memories 
for these students, this is there 3rd appearance in 
a row at the big dance: Ravya, Rose, Hitaishi, 
Tharosha, Angel and Devansh.  It’s also back to 
back State Final appearances for: Ashtyn, Josh, 
Blake, and Thomas. 
 

The only sad part is trying to get everyone a game so a massive thank you must go out to all the “Mighty Duck” squad 
team members, as well as the very patient and helpful P.E. department. 
 

Final scores, Epping girl’s didn’t lose a rubber all day and won the grandfinal against Lalor 6 – 0  (126 to 38). 
Epping’s boys team only lost 2 rubbers all day in the grandfinal against University High 4 – 2 (116 to 77). 
 

Mr Cooke 
 

SENIOR AFL TEAM 
 

Senior boys’ AFL team, under the watchful eye of Mr Hose and assistant coach Mr Naismith competed at CT Barling 

Reserve and despite being undersized took every challenge that came their way. Lead by Ben Rowan and Marcus 

Sindrivanis, the boys put a slow start behind them to beat rival Eltham High in a thriller. However, in very unlucky cir-

cumstances it wasn’t to be. A winner from a rival school in another game was enough to send us packing. As always, 

the boys represented the school in a very positive way.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

NETBALL 
 

Netball is always a sport that we excel in and this year is no different. The intermediate AND senior boys’ netball all 
competed at NETS stadium in Macleod. All teams did themselves and the school very proud but unfortunately couldn’t 
get the chocolates on the day. The teams all carried themselves very well and represented the school in a fantastic 
manner.  

 
WHITTLESEA REGION ATHLETICS  
 

Around 60 Epping Secondary students represented the school and competing against students from other schools in 
the region. We had an absolute stand out performance on the day with Jayden Day absolutely dominating all of his 
events winning the Under 16 NMR Athletics Award. The Epping relay team also did our school very proud winning the 
under 16s 4x100mtr relay.   
 

A huge congratulation to all the students who represented the school at the track. The student’s behaviour was excel-
lent which helped the day run very smoothly. 
 

See below for a list of students who won their event.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Laurie Naismith 
Sports Coordinator 

Student Name Event 

Selena Aiolupotea Javelin 

Achol Ajack Triple jump 

Jayden Day 1500m Walk, High jump, 
200m, 400m 

Mohammad Al Asadi 100m & 200m 

Steph Jacobson 800, 1500 

Keresoma Keresoma Shot put 

Aaron Cornwell 100m, 200m 

Jemma Gonzalez 800m 

Eldi Asani Shot put 

Star Toeleiu Shot Put 

Daniel Tsigros Triple Jump 

Allanah Watts 100m 

Christian Davovski Long jump 

Bridie Groves 400m 

Harris Peyiotis 100m 



LOCATED IN THE HOUSE 
WEDNESDAYs  

ONLY       
 OPEN 3:15 — 4 pm  

 

 Uniform to be sold can 
also be accepted during 
these times 

 Only current  
 uniform will be   
 accepted 
 CASH ONLY 
 NO REFUNDS 

ESC SECOND-HAND UNIFORM SHOP 

NEW 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to 11Y and the SRC students who took on 
the responsibility for organizing and collecting dona-
tions to Food Bank Victoria. Food Bank Victoria collect-
ed items at  the end of Term 2 and were very grateful 
for our support. 
 
 
 









5 DAY STEM SCHOOL HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE 
30 SEPTEMBER - 4 OCTOBER 2019 
HOSTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 
 Learn from a NASA astronaut, NASA leaders and expert scientists to launch your ideas into space! 

 Work in groups to develop a science experiment to be tested in micro-gravity 

 The winning team will have their project launched and tested by astronauts aboard the Internation-
al Space Station! 

 Learn about a range of exciting STEM career paths 

 Develop leadership, teamwork, problem solving and public speaking skills 

 Meet like-minded friends and mentors 

 A 5 day program at the University of Melbourne                                THE SKY’S NO LIM-
For the full Mission Discovery program, or to learn more about the limited number of highly subsidised 
places for Low SES students that are available, see the Mission Discovery website or contact Bridget 




