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	YEAR 9 ELECTIVES FOR 2023


ARTS

Students choose ONE of the following arts electives 

CERAMICS

This elective introduces Ceramics/Pottery as an art form and explores the basics of forming and shaping clay. Students will explore ceramic art by practicing hand-building techniques, such as pinching, slab building, coiling and slip casting, they will also have an opportunity to practice using the potter's wheel and begin throwing basic forms. They will learn how the glazing and firing process impacts upon the form and aesthetics of a ceramic piece, as well as how to incorporate decorations and embellishments. The design and creation of unique art pieces is emphasized; students learn balance and proportion, wall thickness correction, surface decoration techniques and new firing options. Students will be given the opportunity of making creative sculptural pieces, but also learn how to make 'functional art', such as vases, cups and bowls.
DRAMA

This is elective explores various aspects of performing, acting, directing, stage design and the technical aspects of lighting, sound and special effects. In Unit 1, students will examine Theatre through History, beginning with an exploration of Neutral Mask, then looking at Ancient Greek Theatre and Commedia dell’arte to give them a brief overview of theatre from the pre-modern era.

In Unit 2, students will study a range of script excerpts from the modern era – from Chekov to Nowra – and explore a range of different theatrical styles.  Students will work in groups to perform sections of these scripts and will have the opportunity to try their hand at directing, lighting, costume and stage design as they prepare to perform to a live audience. 

MEDIA

Media at Year 9 is divided into two areas: media analysis and media production. In media analysis the areas of study are sitcoms and superheroes where we will analyse popular media products in these genres. Media analysis has a strong literacy component. Media production is focused on the creation of media products such as video, photography and podcasting using media tools. You will experience the entire production process that includes idea creation, planning, creating, editing, evaluating.
MUSIC

The Music elective offered will extend the musical skills of all students using a practical, hands on experience.  The elective will involve IT Technology with computers, using Acid Pro to create and edit their own music and to create their own mix of songs using Audacity create loops and add music to clips. Students will play a range of instruments and will form bands within the classroom. In this elective, students will be broken into groups with their chosen instruments and will be directed on how to play the songs selected in class.
PRINTMAKING

If you enjoy painting and drawing, are enthusiastic about trying new things and like a challenge why not try printmaking? You will learn linocut relief printing; in which you carve out a design on a piece of linoleum, spread ink over the top and then transfer onto a piece of paper or material – much like a stamp! You will be able to explore printmaking techniques such as; linocut relief printing, etching, and mono-printing.

Printmaking will expand your Art skills and will help if you take Studio Arts in VCE.
VISUAL COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN (VCD) 

Visual Communication Design studies covers the three main sectors of real-world design: Environmental, Industrial, and Communication. This folio-based subject enables students to explore a range of drawing and rendering conventions, manual and digital media and methods, design analysis, and problem-solving tasks in order to experience what it is like to work or study in the design field. Visual Communication Design encourages students to look at the world 
around them and identify how various fields of design impact their everyday experiences. This folio-driven, creative course builds technical competence in the design industry, enhances critical and creative thinking, improves student executive functions, and exposes them to VCE and Post-Secondary options in various design fields. 
TECHNOLOGY STUDIES

Students choose ONE of the following Technology electives.

Please note that any levies must be paid in full before the commencement of electives and students will only be given theory until the full levy is paid.
FURNITURE DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY.

The main focus of this unit is on development of skills in making a piece of furniture using a range of materials; mainly timber. Students are taken through the realisation of a product from design concept through to production of the final piece of work. They will learn skills in technical drawing and computer aided design, and investigate its relationship with modern product manufacture techniques.   

In addition to small skills development projects students will be required to complete a major product for assessment.  Students will be required to pay for the material for this major project.  
FOOD AND TECHNOLOGY

Students will become independent thinkers at this stage of their learning. Design briefs will be more complex and challenging. Students will become aware of different cultures and the nutritional value of food. They will utilise their own design briefs and evaluate their outcomes. Students will begin to develop appropriate strategies for specific occasions and the importance of food presentation.

DIGITAL COMMUNICATION AND DESIGN
This subject is focused on computers and computer-based technology. Topics could include programming, software design, digital communications and networking, digital product creation, social media, and web design. The content in this subject will lead to year 10 subjects Programming and Problem Solving and Data Design.
There is no additional cost for this elective however students will need to ensure that they bring their fully charged laptop to every class.
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY AND METAL
The main focus of this unit is on development skill in the use of metals and other related engineering and sheet-metal processes.  Students are taken through the realisation of a product from design concept through to production of the final piece of work. They will learn skills in technical drawing and computer aided design, and investigate its relationship with modern product manufacture techniques.   

In addition to small skills development projects students will be required to complete a major product for assessment.  Students will be required to pay for the material for this major project.  
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The Community Focus Program consists of a range of electives, which are different from traditional subjects in a number of ways.

· All electives involve significant hands on learning through planned practical activities.

· All electives are community-centered and ask you to “give back” to your community in some way.
· Students will be encouraged to plan, run, organise tasks, make decisions, work in teams, think about their community and beyond and so develop a broad range of personal skills.

Choosing Electives:

Students will choose and be involved in two electives, one in first semester and a different one in second semester.

· All electives have expectations that students and their parents must agree to in order to be placed in their chosen elective.

Important Notes:

1. The ‘Community Sport Health & Recreation’ elective requires students to pay a levy. So, please read the price of the levy associated with this elective to ensure you and your family can afford for you to participate in this elective. It is an expectation that if you choose this elective and you get accepted into it, you pay the levy. 

2. Students travelling on public transport to excursions MUST have a valid MYKI travel card to undertake the excursion.
Semester Electives:
	Students doing the following semester electives will participate in 
two electives of their choice. 

	COMMUNITY SPORT, HEALTH AND RECREATION
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Students will spend the semester participating in a range of activities outside the mainstream PE program. They will spend a considerable amount of time out in the community participating in Sporting, Health, Recreational & Fitness activities developing skills in a number of different areas.  Students will travel to local Primary Schools to assist with the delivery of Sporting, Fitness and Recreational activities and also assist with Grade 6 Transition programs at ESC.

	Expectations:

· Students will bring a change of PE clothes to every class.

· Students will attend & participate in all activities offered.

· Students will act in a positive and professional manner when assisting with grade 6 transition days and when running primary school sports days.

· Students will keep a weekly journal of their progress.

· Students will pay a levy of $150 and will need to have a valid MYKI card.


	COMMUNITY JOBS
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Community Jobs will help to prepare you for Year 10, VCE, Pathways programs and other study/career options as well as build towards a career that you feel passionate about. This subject will help you to examine jobs that you could undertake at during secondary school and/or university years. You will have the opportunity to explore different avenues of study, including the consideration of pre-requisite subjects for university degrees which will help to inform your VCE subject selections. 

You will undertake activities such as:

· Visits to industry and workplaces

· Guest speakers - Past students, industry professionals and Year 12 students

· Work profiling

· Creating a simple digital portfolio – resumes, cover letters and job applications

· Practice job interviews

· Examining universities, the degrees they offer and pre-requisites for these degrees
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Industry research. E. g. how to look up awards, OHS. Etc.

· VIA survey

· Employability skills

· A day in the life of ‘this career’

	COMMUNITY ARTS
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This elective offers students exciting and creative opportunities. Art projects planned and produced in the college include murals, drama set productions and installation artworks. Art based projects and displays are also developed through partnerships with local community organisations such as primary schools, shopping centres and care facilities. 

Students will explore local community art projects and develop an understanding of different ways to create, make and display artworks. An excursion to the Melbourne CBD offers students a direct experience of street art. This is an exciting way of experiencing firsthand the importance of art in the community.

Expectations
· Students will keep a weekly journal of their progress.

· Students will need to have a valid MYKI card.
COMMUNITY CRAFT
[image: image8.jpg]



[image: image9.jpg]


Community Craft enables students to create and build objects to sell at the Epping Secondary College Art and Design market at the Opening Night of the ESC Art and Design exhibition. Students will be able to explore a range of creative avenues which align with their personal interests, and will discover what it means to create objects for a specific target audience. All objects made will be sold at the market to raise funds for the ESC Art and Technology Department. 
In this community elective, students will be able to explore themselves creatively, and play to their interests and creative strengths. They will undertake the design process, and discover the significance of working toward a common community goal, and the importance of quality control and maintenance in their own creative process.

During this semester, students will:

· Research what an Art and Design market is, and how it differs from other types of markets.

· Brainstorm, plan and design their own art or craft object to sell. 

· Create numerous objects, using various mediums and methods to sell at the ESC Art and Design market.

Expectations of students:

· Completion of a Design Process folio booklet.

· Demonstrate planning and organisational skills before beginning to create a market object.

· Participation to excursions to markets and art stalls.

· Participation and appropriate behaviour during all practical sessions.

· Students will need to have a valid MYKI card.

	COMMUNITY MUSIC
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Students will develop and learn musical and performance skills and will conduct performances at school and in the wider community. They will prepare a variety of musical performances to exhibit student talents in the wider community. Performance venues may include shopping centres, aged care homes, primary schools, and other public venues. Performances may include choir, band and solo performances, or keyboard ensembles. Students who join this elective would ideally have an appreciation of music and some musical ability.

	Expectations:

· Students will participate in all activities offered.

· Students will be involved in performances at school and in the wider community.

· Students will need to have a valid MYKI card
· Students will keep a weekly journal of their progress.


	
                       EXPLORING ENVIRONMENTS
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In this subject, students will be practicing their Geography skills within the school community and during excursions to other environments. Students will explore the history of the school and the local area. Students will participate in World Environment Day by organising school events, create an action plan to make the local community more environmentally friendly and sustainable and practice their mapping skills.
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You will undertake activities such as:

· Fieldwork sketches and conducting soil samples

· Weekly geography quizzes

· GPS scavenger hunts / treasure hunts using a geographical co-ordinate system / Da Vinci hunts

· Mapping the local area using different digital platforms

· Cloud mapping

· Local excursions to different environments such as Latrobe University, Melbourne CBD, the Yan Yean, Darebin Creek, Greenvale Reserve or Plenty Gorge Park.
	

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES
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In this elective, students will discover the balance between us and the environment and how our personal actions impact on the global community.  It involves building up a community garden, planting and reaping the rewards, that is: food that can be used for their consumption.  They will learn the art of recycling, composting and maintaining a worm farm.  It is a hands-on approach including turning soil, weeding, growing and producing. 
Expectations:

· Students will need to be prepared to get their hands dirty both in the garden and in the kitchen.

· Students will keep a weekly journal of their progress.
	COMMUNITY CATERING


Students will use a range of ingredients and food types to produce lunches for 
teachers to purchase. All food will be produced and packaged to ensure 

it is at commercial standard. They will learn the importance of team work and 
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the value of raising money for charity. 





                                                                                                 
Expectations

· students will research recipes and menu

· students are encouraged to initiate food ideas and food promotion

· students will learn about different charities and the importance of giving

· students will be involved actively with food production

· students will learn to budget and acquire basic business management
	COMMUNITY MEDIA


 
Countless Melbourne media personalities began their careers in Community Media, eg: Rove McManus at Channel 31 and Kate Langbroek at 3RRR.

This elective explores how and why community-based media are different from commercial media. 
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Students will also have the opportunity to create and run their own school-based media organisation and create products for and about their local community. Students will learn about radio, experience working in a range of production roles, develop technical skills in using relevant equipment and software, and will be responsible for organising screenings and broadcasts of their various productions. 


 Expectations: 
· Students will produce a radio program.

· Students will keep a weekly journal of their progress.

· Students will organise screenings and broadcasts. 
· Students will need to have a valid MYKI card.

COMMUNITY CULTURES
What will we study in this elective?

Dance

Students will have the opportunity to teach and learn multicultural dances that may be performed at school events and shopping centres for aged care residents, fellow students and seniors.

Song

Learning lyrics and songs in different languages and their cultural origins.

Writing & poetry 

Writing stories and poems in English and/or students’ own languages.

Students will be given opportunities to present their stories and to recite their poems outside our school.

Cooking

Preparing traditional deserts and sharing recipes and food.

Multicultural Cinema

Watching movies & documentaries from different cultures

Discussion groups 

Sharing personal experiences
· This community elective will help students to share their cultures and traditions through mutual activities.
· Students will have the opportunity to participate in groups outside our school e.g. Seniors groups, other schools, aged care & community centres, through singing, dancing, reading and discussion activities.
· Students will also learn about other cultures through cooking traditional meals, watching movies and sharing their reflections and experiences in small discussion groups.
· This will be an enriching experience through which students will broaden their horizons and understanding of their own culture, as well as the cultures of other students and members of the local and wider communities.
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